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REVIEWS 



Psychology of Nationality and Internationalism. By W. B. Pills- 
bury. New York: D. Appleton and Co., 1919. Pp. 314. 
$2.50. 

This book would be valuable just because it was written, even 
though it had no intrinsic value. A psychologist of reputation and 
the director of the psychological laboratory at the University of Michigan 
has entered a new field. This is an event in itself. Only a few years 
ago psychologists were saying that a problem as big as society itself was 
too much involved with other values to be a proper subject for psy- 
chological investigation, so that all the first steps in the field of social 
psychology were taken by men who were first interested in social prob- 
lems and driven to psychology for adequate explanations. Professor 
Pillsbury's departure indicates that from now on we may look to the 
psychologist to attack the larger problems directly, which ought to 
hasten progress materially. 

There is nothing of the "brass instrument psychology." In fact 
the author's interest "was suggested by contact I had with the American 
Greeks returned to Greece to fight in the Balkan war." Nothing 
further is told about the Greeks, but general psychological analysis is 
presented which underlies all national organization. One more blow is 
given to the worn-out but persistent notion that there is any necessary 
biological basis for a nation. It is shown to be entirely the product of 
psychological conditions and these conditions inhere in the nature of 
the group. The relation of the nation to the traditional crowd psy- 
chology is presented in such a way that the crowd loses its fearsomeness 
at the same time that its significance in the social process is perceived. 

Although the consideration of "Hate as a Social Force" is illumi- 
nating it is not worked to the full. For example in describing the 
national consciousness of the Irish and the Jews he does not interpret 
the similar oppression experiences as lying at the bottom of the solidarity. 

There are countless illustrations through the book, and it is psy- 
chologically sound, but it is illuminating rather than final, which is 
perhaps as it ought to be, but one has the feeling that while the key to 
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the problems indicated by the title of the book will be found in psy- 
chology it has not yet been found. 

Herbert Adolphus Miller 
Oberlin College 



The Italian Emigration of Our Times. By Robert T. Foerster. 
Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1919. Pp. xv+556. 

This volume is new material gathered with much painstaking labor 
from an abundant supply of governmental sources and other quite as 
reliable data. Whereas the text carries sufficient facts and figures for 
all class purposes, the author has generously added his bibliographical 
sources page by page with his text. The study is in all ways a very 
acceptable one, and may well serve as a model for similar studies of 
other nationalistic groups. In this short review justice can in no way 
be done to the wealth of material available. 

I recall that years ago an Italian professor, noticing the annual 
outflow from Italy, exclaimed: "Must Italy become the breeder for the 
rest of the world!" Dr. Foerster's study would almost prove that 
Italy is in just about such a situation. Today as never before large 
labor undertakings call for toilers. Italy has relatively few such under- 
takings, but she has about 400,000 more births than deaths per year, 
so that she can supply the migrating laborers. When we take from 
Foerster the reply of the Italian in Switzerland as to whether he loves 
his country, that "Italy is for us whoever gives us bread," we see how 
easily the Italian laborers can leave their homeland. 

They go almost everywhere: "The Italians have come to be the 
most numerous foreigners in France." To France, with her stationary 
population, the Italians in certain agricultural work have become 
"absolutely indispensable." In France as nearly everywhere, the 
Italian does not readily assimilate — "he remains the macaroni," as the 
Frenchman says of him. 

In Germany the Italian is not a population, but a surging stream. 
He does not mass in racial colonies in the large cities, neither does he 
labor much on the farms. He is satisfied with the poorer industrial 
jobs. He does not ask cordiality — "toleration has sufficed." He is 
satisfied with scarcely more than bread. 

He does somewhat better in Switzerland, but still he seldom assimi- 
lates or amalgamates. In the cities he lives in his colony and eats 
imported Italian foods purchased at Italian shops. "Italian he remains 
body and soul." The Swiss seem to reciprocate the feeling, for the 



